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President’s Message

Last year we celebrated the 95th Anniversary of our Alumnae with the help of the hard working executive who 
look after all the details that go into hosting a reunion every year. A total of 188 members and guests enjoyed a 
lovely evening together, which included seven 60-year grads (1958) and seventeen 50 year grads (1968 ), who 
were honoured at the head table. Many members joined us for the Church Service at 1st Presbyterian Church and 
the delicious luncheon following the service. 

The Alumnae donated $500.00 to Palliative Care and $500.00 to Cardiac Care unit, in November and we gave out 3 
bursaries of $250.00 each to students entering a nursing degree program, receiving thank you notes from all 
recipients.  

The Christmas dinner, held December 3rd at the Brockville Country Club, was well attended by 45 members, 
including members of the Brockville Psychiatric Hospital Alumnae who enjoyed a lovely meal and great 
entertainment.  The generous donations  received  from members allowed us to  donate $180.00 to Interval House 
and $180.00 to Loaves and Fishes. 

The photo of the New Year’s baby was framed and put on the wall adjacent to the Maternity Ward.

Each year we mark the passing of Alumnae members. Let us remember the happy times with them as classmates, 
co-workers or through friendships shared over the years. 

Looking forward to a wonderful year in 2019 for everyone!

Linda (Todd) Poole ‘71

2018 Executive

Back Row (L to R):
President: Linda (Todd 71) Poole
Quiet Room: Shirley (Dunham 60) Powers
Treasurer: Marian (York 61) Turnham 
Corresponding Secretary: Jean White 67
Social Committee/Publicity: Donalda (Bates 52) Lockhart
Remembrance: Shirley(White 57) Jones   

Front Row (L to R):
Membership Coordinator: Patricia (Larocque 66) Young 
Archives/Historian: Ruth (Maud 50) Jones  
Past President: Sharon (Irwin 66) Mackie  
Vice President: Diane (Frizell 67) Besley   
Recording Secretary: Joan (Bryant 73) Sands
   
 Ruth Jones has retired from Archives but remains as the 
resource person.

This year we pay special honour to those graduates celebrating their 60  and 50  reunion. Graduates returning for 
their 45  to 70  reunions will be recognized as well. Twelve alumnae are celebrating their 65  reunion and seven 
their 70 . Many graduates return every year to renew friendships, share memories.



Class of 1959

Front L -R

Erma (Brown) Seabrooke, Gwendolyn (Caswell) Forrest, Patricia (MacDonald) Warren, Student Health 
Services: Miss Ruby Murray*,  Director of Nursing: Miss Vera J. Preston*, Ada (Warren) Hare*, Belva 
(Stanford) Cousens, Jennifer (Hooper) Sherwood.

Centre L-R

Barbara (Fraser) Hendry, Patricia (Linton) Jones Hare, Joan (Davis) Donaldson*, Muriel (Willison) 
Campbell, Carole Ann (Wallace) Frank, Dolores (Prosser) Morris* June (Johnson) Carlson*.

Back L-R

Patricia (Reinburg) McInrue, Doris (Chisamore) Caldwell*, Jean (McMillan) Ward, Lois (Thomas) 
McBratney, Ruth Dafoe*, Eleanor (Hutchison) Young, Beverley (Baker) Souder (absent).

Deceased *



Class of 1969
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Membership

Membership for 2018 was 241. This includes 2 Honorary members. 8 Life members , and 10 Associates.
Annual membership is $10.00 and must be paid in order to attend Alumnae functions and receive the newsletter. 
The Alumnae encourages members to keep their membership currant. Any inquiries re membership can be 
directed to Pat Young by e-mail peteryoung@hotmail.com or by calling 613-342-2414

“FORGET”, Author unknown

Donations

Remembrance

Many cards of remembrance sent out as condolence as 
well as to members celebrating special occasions. Visits 
were made to shut-in members and the Alumnae served 
as an Honour Guard for memorial services.

Forget the hasty, unkind word
Forget the slander you have heard
Forget the quarrel and the cause, 
Forget the whole affair, because
Forgetting is the only way.
Forget the storm of yesterday,

Forget the knocker and the sneak,
Forget the bad days of the week,
Forget you,re not a millionaire
Forget the grey streaks in your hair
Forget to even get the blues
BUT DON’T FORGET TO PAY YOUR DUES.

Deceased Members

It is sadly noted that fourteen (14) members passed away during 2018:

Aileen (Anderson) Meyer-Clark 1947 Jean (Chuter) Thompson 1946

Elsie (McLean ) Edwards 1939 Wanda (Raison) Hayes 1964

Jacqueline (Findlay) Hill 1954 Marilyn Dickinson 1964

Benita (Atkinson) Stewart 1954 Marjorie (Cochrane) St. Mary 1942

Barbara (Fraser) Hendry 1959 Ann (Wood) Heise 1955

Patricia (Horan) Shaw 1953 Jean (Burwell) Miller 1943

Marjorie (Lett) Graham 1958 Doreen (Smith) Loucks 1956



Women in War: Canada’s Renowned Nursing Sisters

Excerpted from the Epoch Times. 

The story of Canada’s nursing sisters is one of courage, loyalty, compassion, and devotion to duty 
as they endured the unimaginable hardships of war to care for the casualties of the battlefield.

In 1885 nurses first served in the military, ministering to Canadian troops in the North-West 
Rebellion where they not only treated war casualties but dealt with outbreaks of disease and 
infection. 

The Canadian Army Medical Corps was created in 1904. When war was declared in 1914, an 
appeal was launched and 3000 trained nurses answered the call. Nicknamed “Bluebirds” by the 
soldiers because of their blue uniforms and white veils, Canadian nursing sisters held military 
rank, unlike those serving with other armies. Many gave up their lives to help the wounded. They 
persevered during chemical warfare including major poison gas attacks which devastated the 
Allied line leaving many in severe pain. With little in way of treatment, nurses could only give 
comfort. 

Mustard gas was a widespread problem causing gangrene to set in. There were breakouts of 
infectious diseases with no antibiotics to fall back on, as well as fleas, mosquitoes, and rats. The 
nursing sisters faced death on a daily basis. Like the soldiers, the sisters received awards and 
decorations in recognition of their courage.  

By the end of the war, the nursing sisters had proven that they could more than handle 
conditions on the front—heretofore an exclusively male domain. They had won the admiration of 
not only the military brass but also of thousands of soldiers who often affectionately referred to 
them as “Sisters of Mercy” or “Angels of Mercy,” and they paved the way for the Canadian military 
nurses who served in the Second World War and the Korean War, on up to today.

Full article here:  https://www.theepochtimes.com/women-in-war-canadas-renowned-nursing-
sisters_2708876.html

Thirty- three graduates of  the  Nurses Alumnae  B.G.H. served in the military. 

Mary Nunn (‘06) served  from 1916 to 1919 in the Queen  
Alexandria Imperial Nursing Service Reserve who wore the 
Florence Nightingale Uniform. She received The Royal Red Cross. 

Nora ( Omerod ) Bell (‘41) was a Lieutenant Nursing Sister and 
served in Canada, England, France & Belgium, receiving many 
decorations for her service.  

Jessie ( Urquhart ) Chenevert  (‘46) served in the Korean War and 
Japan, rising to the rank of Lt Col. in the Canadian Medical Corps.  
She joined the Royal Canadian Air Force in 1953, and currently 
resides at the Perley Rideau Veterans Residence in Ottawa. 

Viola (Allen) Abrum  (‘33) served with the Royal Canadian Medical 
Corps. Captain Allen was an Associate of the Royal Red Cross. 
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Highlights of 2018
Members Enjoy 

Church Luncheon



SOCIAL EVENTS FOR 2019

Meetings are held the second Monday, alternating months.
January 13th Bethel Christian Reform Church 1:30 Annual—General Meeting
March 11th Bethel Christian Reform Church 12:30 Pot Luck and Meeting
May 13th Bethel Christian Reform Church 1:30 General Meeting
June 8th Brockville Country Club 10:00 Coffee Party
June 8th Brockville Country Club 6:00 Dinner
June 9th Wall Street United Church 10:00 Church Service
September 9th   Bethel Christian Reform Church 12:30 Pot Luck and Meeting
November 11th Bethel Christian Reform Church 1:30 Meeting
December 2nd Brockville Country Club 12:30 Christmas Dinner

To access alumnae newsletter and events on line, connect to this address:
http://www.bgh-on.ca/nursing_alumnae.htm

“Every quilt has a story”

This quilt was made to celebrate the 50  anniversary of 
the class of 1963.                                                                                                                           

It was designed by Rhea (Malcomnson) Graham. It was 
pieced by Rhea and quilting friend Beverly Yuma. 
Machine quilted by Cheryl Whitten. It is kept by Betty 
Jane (MacKay) Slack who passes it around to classmates 
who need it during illness or need comfort for any reason. 
What a wonderful thing for a class to do to show their 
friendship and devotion for each other.  It is a reminder  
of the fellowship that is developed during the years of 
training which continues through life. 

Nothing says it better than the quote, “You can exchange 
all suffering for joy this very day. Practice in earnest and 
the gift is yours.” - Taken from “Inspirations for 
Caregivers edited by Caryn Summers RN

Remembering the Comstock Residence

Twenty years ago, the Comstock Residence was demolished to make room for expansion of the Brockville General 
Hospital. The picture below, from 1999, shows V.J. Preston, Alumnae President - Doreen Barclay, Ruth Jones and 
workmen holding the building plaque which currently is on display in the hospital.  


